Bexarotene treatment of late-stage mycosis fungoides and Sézary syndrome: development of extracutaneous lymphoma in 6 patients.
Bexarotene is a retinoid drug that is approved for the treatment of cutaneous T-cell lymphoma. We report 6 cases in which the initiation of bexarotene therapy for cutaneous T-cell lymphoma was temporally associated with the progression of internal disease despite improvement in cutaneous signs and symptoms. It is possible that bexarotene contributed to this progression. Although bexarotene therapy may alleviate symptoms and signs of cutaneous T-cell lymphoma, careful surveillance of lymph nodes and solid organs during treatment is advised.